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Joannie Halas is a professor in the Faculty of Kinesiology and

Recreation Management at the University of Manitoba. Joannie’s
integrated research, teaching, and service addresses issues of access to
quality and culturally relevant physical education, particularly for
Indigenous youth. A seminal feature of Joannie’s research has been the
development of the Rec and Read/Aboriginal Youth Mentorship Program
for All Nations, which was awarded the international Maclannet Prize for
exceptional student community engagement initiatives in 2014.

Why it’s important to be connected to the PHE Canada Research Council?

The PHE Canada Research Council provides leadership, expertise and
accountability by connecting the dots between research and knowledge
exchange within Canadian physical and health education. For example, the
PHE Research Council has responded to Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s Calls to Action (2015) by making clear recommendations of
how university physical education programs can address the calls related to
Education, Sport and Reconciliation. The PHE Research Council provides a
mechanism by which we, as collective of Canadian physical and health S i
education scholars and educators, can hold ourselves accountable to the vision of providing access to quallty phy5|cal and
health education for all children, especially Indigenous children and youth who have been so poorly served within Canada’s
colonial education system.
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